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Introduction:  

A.  Structure of the Letter.

Introduction (1:1-4)

Salutation (1:1a, 4a)

Theological Summary (1:1b-3)


Greeting (1:4b)

Thematic Concern (1:5)


Appoint Elders (1:6-16).



The Character of Elders (1:6-9)



The Character of False Teachers (1:10-16)


Teach Sound Doctrine (2:1-3:11)



First Directive (2:1-15)




Moral Exhortation (2:1-10)



Christological Ground (2:11-14)




Encouragement (2:15)


Second Directive (3:1-11)




Moral Exhortation (3:1-2)




Theological Ground (3:3-8)




Warning (3:9-11)
Conclusion (3:12-15)

Ministry Details (3:12-14)



Ministry Partners (3:12-13)



Ministry Purpose (3:14)


Benedictory Greetings (3:15)

B. Background.

1. Historically, Crete was dominated by the fiercely independent city-states of Knossos and Gortyna (modeled after Sparta).  Theses cities were highly regarded in the ancient world for their wealth and antiquity. 

2. Crete was infamous for its outrageous immorality, pirates, thievery, and rebellious spirit.

a. Epimenides (600 B.C.E.): “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

b. Cicero: “Indeed, moral principles are so divergent that the Cretans consider highway robbery to be honorable” (Republic 3.4.15).

c. Polyibus:  “Their laws go as far as possible in letting them acquire land to the extent of their power…and money is held in such high honor among them that its acquisition is not only regarded as necessary, but as most honorable. So much in fact do sordid love of gain and lust for wealth prevail among them (the Cretans) are the only people in the world in whose eyes no gain is disgraceful” (Histories 6.46.1-3).

3. The Romans put an end to incessant wars among Cretan cities in the second century B.C.E. and was incorporated into the Roman provincial system in after military conquest in 68-7 B.C.E.  It was formed as a joint-province with Cyrene (North Africa).  Constantine (d. 336 C.E.) made it a senatorial province under the Diocese of Macedonia in the Prefecture of Illyricum.  The Arab conquest of Gortyna in 828 C.E. ended western rule of the island.

4. There was a large Jewish presence on the island.  1 Maccabees 15:23 notes that Gortyna was one of the cities where the Roman senate warned the populace against molesting Jews in 139 B.C.E.  Philo of Alexandria counted Crete as one of the larger Jewish communities in the Diaspora.  Josephus married a Jewish woman from a wealthy Cretan family.  Cretan Jews were present at Pentecost in Acts 2 (verse 11).

5. The origin of Christianity in Crete is unknown.  Some believe that Christianity was introduced before Paul’s visit, perhaps by the Cretans who were present at Pentecost. Others believe that Paul planted the church in Crete since his usual interest was in new plantings rather than watering extant churches.

C. Occasion.

1. Assuming Pauline authorship (which is now accepted by some “critical” scholars like Luke Timothy Johnson), the letter must have been written between his first and second Roman imprisonments. This would date the letter between 62-65 (or, possibility 60-67, depending on how one dates the first Roman imprisonment and Paul’s martyrdom).

2. Apparently, Paul visited Crete either to plant churches or to strengthen those already there.  Whether new or old, the churches were in bad need of leadership and instruction. Paul leaves Titus in Crete to mature the churches and appoint leadership.

3. Since Apollos and Zenas were planning a trip through Crete (3:13), Paul send a letter with them.  The letter encourages Titus in his task and reinforces his authority among the churches there.  The need for this epistle is linked to the presence of opposition in Crete and Titus’ apparent misallocation of time and resources in dealing with these opponents.

I.  Mentoring Relationships (Titus 1:1-4; 3:12-15).

A. Titus in Paul’s Ministry.

1.  Titus was Paul’s “trophy testimony” for God’s work among the uncircumcised (Galatians 2:1-3) somewhere in 46-50 C.E.

2.  Titus was sent from Ephesus to Corinth to enlist Corinthian participation in the collection for the Jerusalem saints (1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 9:2; 12:18).

3. Titus was sent to Corinth from Ephesus on another occasion to deal with some opponents to Paul’s ministry there (2 Cor. 2:12-13) and Paul received a good report from him in Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-7). Titus returned to Corinth to arrange the completion of the contribution for Jerusalem (2 Cor. 8:6,7, 16-22).

4. Titus next appears in this letter.

5. The last mention of Titus in the New Testament is 2 Timothy 4:10 where Paul informs Timothy that Titus had gone to Dalmatia (Croatia) which implies that Titus was with Paul for a period of time during his second Roman imprisonment.

B. Partnership in the Gospel: Father and Son.

1. Titus is his “known child according to a common faith.”

2.  Paul leaves him in Crete, but does not expect him to stay there long since he has other tasks for him (3:12).

3. The mentoring relationship continues between Paul and Titus for the sake of the ministry of proclamation.

C. The Function of Theology.

1. Theological Summary (1:1b-3):  The Importance of Ministry.

a. Paul ministers for the sake of God’s elect and knowledge of the truth (that is, to lead those whom God has chosen to believe and know in a true manner) according to godliness (to behave in a godly manner).

b. This ministry is with view toward the hope of eternal life (that is, ministry must have an eschatological perspective).

c. This ministry is the outworking of God’s eternal purpose, which he has now revealed through the proclamation entrusted to Paul.

d. The kerugmati is the message which shapes the people of God into a community of godliness in the hope of eternal life.

2. Theological Function (3:14).

a. The community must learn (manthanetwsan) to devote themselves to good works (cf. 1:16, 2:7, 14; 3:5, 8).

b. The immediate context is seeing to the needs of Zenas and Apollos, but the total context of the epistle indicates that this is one moment of good which should constantly characterize the community.

c. The term anagkaios means “necessary” or “pressing”—that is, they reflect real needs.

d. The purpose clause reflects the function of theology—so that the people of God might live fruitful (productive) lives.

II. Leadership Needed (Titus 1:5-16).

A. Paul’s Directive to Titus (1:5).

1. To Put in Order What Remained to be Done.

2.  To Appoint Elders in Every City.

B.  The Appointment of Elders/Bishops (1:6-9).

1. Appoint Godly Men.

a.  The Positive Requirements (1:6).  “Blameless” is used twice (1:6 and 1:7).  Each time it is used to introduce a cluster of qualities.  Here “blameless” describes his family relationships.  His family life must be “without accusation” or “blameless” (a slightly different word is used in 1 Timothy 3:2) so that his conduct has not been called into question.  He mentions his wife and children.  

(1) “the husband of but one wife”--this is the same phrase used in 1 Timothy 3:2. Literally, “one-woman man”, that is, faithful to one woman. It does not mean “married only once,” but married to one at a time. The same words are used to describe church-supported widows in 1 Timothy 5:9. Paul does not mean married only once because he encourages younger widows to marry (1 Timothy 5:14). Once these younger widows are older and become widows again, would they be excluded from church support? I don’t think so. Consequently, the statement is not being married only once, but about faithfulness in family relationships to one’s present wife. The character question is whether this man is faithful to his wife and above reproach in his other relationships with females.



(2) “a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient”--this is an ambiguous statement in Greek though the NIV tries to make it clearly teaching one idea.  The word “believe” in Greek is literally “having faith” which may mean (a) “those who believe,” that is, Christians (cf. 1 Timothy 4:3, 10, 12; 5:16; 6:2), or (b) “faithful,” that is, obedient children (1 Timothy 1:12, 15; 3:1, 11; 4:9; 2 Timothy 2:2, 11; Titus 1:9; 3:8).  Which is it?  Christians have debated this one for years.  I am inclined to “obedient” because the modifying phrase stresses this point (these children are not wild [debauchery] or rebellious) and because there is no requirement for Christian children in 1 Timothy 3.  Neither of those considerations are definitive, but they are suggestive to me.  I believe one can be appointed an elder who does not have baptized children and still be faithful to this text as long as those children are respectful and obedient to their father.  However, if there is not a consensus on this interpretation, I would not press it.  But I think Paul’s point is about healthy family relationships (whether or not the children ever actually believe in Christ or remain faithful Christians--parents cannot dictate their children’s faith or guarantee the outcome).  

b.  The Negative Requirements (1:7).  Paul emphasizes the role of elder by calling him a “bishop” (overseer).  This demonstrates that bishop and elder are the same task.  But he also calls him a “steward.”  He is God’s representative who manages God’s house.  He acts on behalf of God’s interests and is entrusted with the flock for his care.   The emphasis here is on God as the steward’s boss.  This is God’s house, not the elder’s.  He must always treat it as that which first belongs to God.  He must be blameless (without accusation) in other relationships as well (in addition to his family).  He must not be:

(a) not overbearing -- self-willed; arrogant (literally, “self-pleasing”); consequently, must be concerned about team and shared-leadership; doesn’t always get his way and is sensitive to other’s feelings.

(b) not quick-tempered -- slow to anger (cf. Proverbs 29:22; James 1:20).

(c) not given to much wine -- see 1 Timothy 3:3 for the same phrase. brawler, overindulgent in wine, addicted or preoccupied with it. I don’t think this is a prohibition against drinking wine, but rather the abuse of wine (or any other chemical, I might add) which was a particular danger then (as now). 
(d) not violent -- see 1 Timothy 3:3 for the same word. This person is not a “fighter” or “striker”; neither quick-tempered nor easily inflamed so as to result in violence. 

(e) not pursuing dishonest gain -- must not turn the house of God into his own business for monetary gain; he must not be greedy and out for his own financial interests; he must not turn his position into his own financial advantage.


c.   More Positive Requirements (1:8).  Now the character of the elder is stated more positively. He must also be:

(a) hospitable -- see 1 Timothy 3:2 for the same word (literally, “lovers of strangers”)

(b) one who loves what is good -- literally, “lovers of good”;  one who willingly does God even at the cost of self-denial; he loves what is good more than he loves himself.  Thus, always helpful, generous, kind and loving.

(c) one who is self-controlled -- see 1 Timothy 3:,2 for the same word (prudent, sensible)

(d) upright -- just, righteous; acts in accordance with God’s standard of righteousness.

(e) holy and --devout, pious, godly character and conduct; committed to God’s character.

(f) disciplined -- self-restrain, self-control; does not give into sinful desires; stability.

	Titus 1 (Eng)
	Titus 1 (Gk)


	Literal Trans
	1 Tim 3 (Eng)
	1 Tim 3 (Grk)

	blameless
	anenkletos
	beyond reproach, blameless
	above reproach
	anepilempton

	a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and obedient
	tekna echon pista, me en kategopia asotias e anupotaka
	having believing (faithful) children, not under accusation of recklessly or being out of step
	manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect
	tou idiou oikou kalos proistakmenon, tekna echonta en hupotage, meta pases semnotetos

	not overbearing
	me authade
	not self-willed
	
	

	not quick-tempered
	me orgilon
	not furious, quick tempered
	
	

	not given to drunkenness
	me paroinon
	not remaining long beside his wine
	not given to drunkenness
	me paroinon

	not violent
	me plekten
	 not a striker
	not violent, but gentle
	me plekten, alla epieke

	not pursuing dishonest gain
	me aischrokerde
	not greedy for shameful gain
	not a lover of money
	aphilarguron

	hospitable
	philoxenon
	lover of strangers
	hospitable
	philoxenon

	one who loves what is good
	philagathon
	lover of good
	
	

	self-controlled
	sophrona
	showing good sense
	self-controlled
	sophrona

	upright
	dikaion
	righteous, just
	
	

	holy
	hosion
	devout, pious
	
	

	disciplined
	enkrate
	under control, self-controlled
	
	

	hold firmly to the trustworthy message
	antechomenon tou ten didachen pistou logou
	holding firm the teaching of the faithful (reliable) word
	able to teach
	didaktikon

	
	
	
	temperate
	nephalion

	
	
	
	respectable
	kosmion

	
	
	
	not quarrelsome
	amachon

	
	
	
	not be a recent convert
	me neophuton

	
	
	
	good reputation with outsiders
	marturian kalen echein apo ton exothen


2. Qualities or Qualifications?

a. Some Missing Qualities?

(1) Nothing about faith.

(2) Nothing about love for Christ or the congregation.

(3) Nothing about fruits of the Spirit or Christian graces.

b. Differences Between 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.

(1) Timothy must not select a new convert, but no such restriction on Titus.

(2) Timothy emphasizes good reputation in the community, but there is no such emphasis in Titus.

(3) The situation in Ephesus involved problematic elders who were involved in the herterodox teaching of Pauline opponents, but the situation in Crete was leaderless churches (or, at least, the absence of leadership in some cities).

(4) The situation in Ephesus focused on false teaching, but the situation in Crete focused on immorality (those who claimed to know God but denied it by their deeds).

c. The Point of the Lists? To appoint godly men who best suited the circumstance of that church, both in terms of the needs of the church and the culture in which they lived.

C. The Task of Leadership in Crete.

The requirement is a person committed to the “faithful word” (literally) according to the teaching Paul has given.  This person must know the teaching and be able to communicate it.  He must be able to (1) exhort the church and (2) refute those who contradict it.  An elder must be able to exhort and rebuke according to his knowledge of the word.  The elder must protect the flock from false teachers and exhort it in godly living.  “Sound doctrine” refers primarily to ethics in Titus (cf. 2:1-10).

D. The Problem of False Teachers (1:10-16).

	Description of False Teachers in Titus 1
	Greek Descriptors
	Description of False Teachers in 1 Tim 1
	Greek Descriptors

	mere talkers (10)
	mataiologoi
	meaningless talk (6)
	mataiologian

	teaching things they ought not (11)
	didaskontes ha me dei
	to teach false doctrines (4)
	heterodidaskalein

	always liars (12)
	aei pseustai
	liars (10)
	pseustais

	sound in faith (13)
	hugiainosin en te pistei
	contrary to the sound doctrine (10)
	heteron te hugainouse didaskalia

	Jewish myths (14)
	Ioudaikois muthois
	myths (4)
	muthois

	to the pure, all things are pure (15)
	kathara tois katharois
	a pure heart (5)
	katharas kardias

	consciences (15) 
	suneidesis
	conscience (5)
	suneideseos

	turn away from the truth (14)
	
	fall away from the faith (4:1)
	

	(14)
	prosechontes 
	4:1)
	prosechontes

	deceivers (10)
	
	deceitful spirits (1)
	

	concern for what is impure (15)
	
	prohibitions (3)
	


A. Structure:

1. Description of False Teachers (1:10-11).

2.   Quote from Cretan Saying (1:12-13a).

3. Exhortation (1:13b-14).

2. Quote from Christian Saying (1:15a).

1. Description of False Teachers (1:15b-16).

B. Description of False Teachers:  Negative Characteristics.

1. Immorality: rebellious/insubordinate; foolish talkers; deceivers; ruining whole households; defiled; unbelieving; detestable; disobedient.

2. Teachings:  Jewish myths; commandments of men; reject the truth; perhaps purity regulations (cf. 3:9-11).

3. Motive: teach for shameful gain.

4. Result:  unfit for any good work and deny God by their actions.

C. Contrast in Sayings.

1. Quotes Epimenides who was a religious teacher and wonder-worker in the sixth century.  The quote reinforces the negative assessment of the false teachers and forms the basis of the exhortation:  liars, bestial nature, and idle bellies.  Of course, the quote is hyperbolic and Paul confirms its general truthfulness.

2. Quotes, perhaps (it has the ring of a proverb), a Jesus saying relating to ritual purity so that to the morally pure all things (food?) is pure (clean).  Something similar is said in Mark 7:15.  Thus, people who are spiritual pure may treat everything as ritually pure.

D. Exhortation.

1. “Correct them rigorously” or uncompromisingly (1:13; cf. 2:15).

2. The purpose is to produce people “sound in the faith.” 

III. Moral Exhortations (Titus 2:1-10; 2:15-3:1-2).

A. The Structure of the Text.

1. Heading and Footing:  Titus 2:1, 15.

a. Header:  “You speak what”

b. Footer:  “You speak these things”

c. Standard:  “consistent with sound doctrine.”

d. Manner:  

(1) Positive:  Exhort (cf. 1:9).

(2) Negative:  Rebuke (cf. 1:13).

(3) With Spiritual Authority

(4) Without Hesitation

2. Specific Directives:

a. Older Men (2:2).

b. Older Women (2:3-4a).

(1) Young Women (2:4b-5).

c. Young Men (2:6-8).

d. Slaves (2:9-10).

B. The Moral Exhortations.

1. Men.

a.  Older Men.

	Titus 2
	English Word
	Greek Word
	1 Timothy 3

	 (1:7)
	temperate
	nephalious
	3:2, 11

	
	worthy of respect
	semnous
	3:4, 8, 11

	(1:8)
	self-controlled
	sophronas
	3:2

	
	sound in faith
	hygiainontas te pistei
	3:9, 13

	
	[sound in] love 
	te agape
	

	
	[sound in] endurance
	te hypomone
	


b. Younger Men, Including Titus (2:6-8).

(1) Exhortation to Young Men (2:6).

(a) “self-controlled” (2:2).

(2) Titus as Model for Young Men (2:7-8).

(a) a “model” (tupon) of good works.

(b) in your teaching: integrity (incorruption, sincerity), gravity (seriousness; cf. 2:2), beyond reproach (not open to criticism).

(c) this will shame all opponents.

2. Women.

	Titus 2
	English Word
	Greek Word
	1 Timothy 3

	
	reverent; like a priestess
	hieroprepeis
	

	
	not slanderers
	me diabolous
	3:11

	(1:7)
	not addicted to much wine
	mede oino pollo deboulomenas
	3:3, 8

	(1:9)
	teach what is good
	kalodidaskalous
	3:2


a. The older women are to teach what is good to the younger women the goal of which is to “train” (NT hapax; advise, encourage, urge) the younger women in relation to the home.

b. Characteristics of Younger Women (2:4b-5a).

(1) “lovers of Husbands”

(2) “lovers of Children”

(3) “self-controlled” (cf. 2:2).

(4) “chaste”

(5) “good home-workers”

(6) “submissive to their husbands”

3. Slaves (2:9-10).

a. Positive (2:9a): submissive to their own masters and gives satisfaction (to please) in every thing—to submit and please masters.

b. Negative (2:9b): no back-talk (not contradicting; refusing to obey)

c. Negative (2:10a): no theft (pilfering; misappropriate, to put aside for oneself).

d.  Positive (2:10b): demonstrate complete fidelity (faithfulness).

4. The Church (3:1-2).

a. Submissive (2:5, 9) and obedient to (civil) rulers and authorities.

b. Ready for every (pan) good work.

c. Speak evil (blaspheme) of no one.

d. Avoid quarreling (without fighting or wars).

e. Be gentle (kind, gracious).

f. To show (demonstrate; cf. 2:10) every (pasan) courtesy (considerateness) to every (pantas) person.

C. The Contextualized Goal of Ethics (ina clauses).

1. That the Word of God Might Not be Discredited (2:5).

2. That Nothing Evil Might be Said about Them (2:7)

3. That They Might Make the Doctrine of God Attractive (2:10).

IV.  Christological Ground (Titus 2:11-14).

A. The Appearance of Christ.

1. Incarnation (“the grace of God appeared”)

2. Atonement (“gave himself for us”).

3. Parousia (“the appearance of the glory”).

B. The Purpose (hina clauses) of Christ’s Redemptive Work

1. Redemption (“redeem us from all iniquity,” “bringing salvation”).

2. Purification (“purify for himself a people of his own”).

3. Ministry-Oriented (a people “zealous for good deeds”).

C. Pedagogical (“Train”) Function of Christ’s Appearance.

1. To renounce ungodliness and worldly passions.

2. To live lives reflective of our salvation in the present age.

a. self-controlled (2:2,6).

b. upright (righteous).

c. godly (cf. 1:1).

3. Living with an eschatological horizon:  waiting for the blessed hope.

Excursus:  Does “our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” refer to the Father and the Son, or only to the Son?  We wait for the blessed hope and appearance of “our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  It is the appearance of God who is our Savior Jesus Christ.  “Appearance” only characterizes the Son in the Pastorals. Other references to “savior” in Titus refer to the Father (1:3; 3:4) or the Son (1:4; 3:6), or uncertain (2:10), but in each of those the article is present before Savior but absent here. The absence of the article here may mean that the phrase is an inclusive one since the article appears before “God” in the text, that is, the God and Savior Jesus Christ (cf. a parallel construction in 2 Peter 1:11—the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ). Further, there are many examples in Hellenistic literature of “God and Savior” as a phrase referring to a single person.

V. The Theological Core (Titus 3:3-11)

	
	3:1-2
	3:3-7

	Topic
	godly living
	God’s saving grace—the basis for godly living

	Mood
	imperative
	indicative

	Aspect
	progressive (present)
	punctiliar (aorist)

	Person
	2nd singular, 3rd plural
	3rd singular, 1st plural


A. The Theological Story (3:3-8a).

1. Human Fallenness: everyone is a Cretan.

2. Divine Initiative: moved by kindness and grace.

3. Divine Ground: justified by mercy and graced, not by works.

4. Divine Means: the regeneration and renewal of the Spirit.

5. Divine Goal: heirs of eternal life.

B. The Theological Purpose (3:8b).

1. The Ministry of Proclamation:  Stress These Things.

2. The Purpose (hina clause) of Proclamation: to build a community of people devoted to good works.

C. Theological Distractions (3:9-11).

1. The contrast is between what is profitable and what is unprofitable.

2. Profitable Discussion:  the Story of God.

3. Unprofitable Discussion:  divisive discussions about peripherals.
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