SINGING (Part 1)

Fer the past few weeks we have been censidering "worship."
Jesus teld the Samaritan weman in Jehn 4:24 that "Ged is
spirit; and these whe wership Him must wership in spirit and
in truth."" That is, Ged must be werrhipped accerding te the
right attitude and in accerdance with his instructiens in the
Bible. If we are te wership Ged, we must de se as he has directed
in the New Testament. This has been eur cencern for the past
few weeks: what dees Ged direct cencerning the wership ef the
church? What did the New Testament Church de as wership in
their assemblées?

Last week we cencluded eur bried study ef the Lerd's Supper
as ene ef the acts ef wership in the New Testament. This week
we wish te begin a study ef anether act which was prefermed
bynthe church--singing.

Surely ne ene whe prefesses te believe the Bible at all
will deubt fer a mement that singing censtitutes a very impertant
part of ourwership te Ged. Immediatley after Jesus instituted
the Lerd's Supper in Matthew 26, it is recered in verse 30 that
they samg a hymn. Further, when Paul and Silas were imprisened
in Phillipi, it is said in Acts 16:25 that "abeut midnight
Paul and Sialas were praying and singing hymns unte Ged."
And in Rpmans 15:9 the apestle declares: "Therefore will 1
give praise unte thee amneng the Gentiles,and sing unte thy
name.”" It cannet be denied, then, that singing in the New
Testament was a very impertant part ef the wership ef the church.

But why did it exhibit such impertante? The Scripture notes

three reasens.



First, and feremest, singing is ene medium by which we
praise Ged. In Hebrews 2:12, the writer there proclaims:
"In the midst ef the congregation will I sing thy praise.”
We ought always te live in thanksgivéng and praise of God, and
singing is ene means which God has ordained by which we should
praise Him. The Psalms are full of references to this ascpect
of singing. In Revelatien 5 when Jesus entered the throne
room of Ged, and took the book which contdined the destiny of.
the redeemed, the angels about.the throne broke out in songs
of praise te glerify Ged. On our lips also ought to be
continual praise for the work of Christ on our behalf, giving
glory to his Name. In this respect, notice what the Hebrew
writer says in Hebrews 13:15, he writes: "Through him, then
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of our lips that give thanks to His name.

A second reason why singing was so important to the church
of the New Testament is because that it was used as a teaaching
.medium. Songs in the New Testament were not only geared toward
the praise of Ged, but also toward the teaching of those who
sang them.. This is exactly what Paul commanded on two different
occasions. In Celossians 3=i6iﬁhg‘apostle writes: "Let the
work of Christ dwell in you richl&,\Qith all wisdom, teaching
and admonishéng one another with psalms,hymns and sp¥ritual
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God." It
is clear fopm this passage that we do not only sing for the
praise of Ged, but also for the instruction of our fellow-members.
To rgfuse to sing, therefore, is to refude to ﬁeahc and admoisht

your own brother, much less your God. Note further Ephesians
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5:19 where Paul says, "Be filled with the Spirit, speaking tb
one another in spsalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody with your hear to the Lord." Heze again
the apos%le is concerned that the singing not only be directed
to God, but te eachidther as a means of instruction. But netice
in this passage just quoted that we are to make melody in
our heart 6o the Lord. If our worship is to be acceptable to
the Lord, we must not only worship in accordancd with the
Scripture, but it must be from the heart. The eszsence of sining
is not whe can do it the best, or who can stay in ﬁune; but
who is truely worshipping God in their heart. Teaching or
instruction, therefore, is an integral part of the funztion of
singing.

A third reason why singing was so important in the New
T.stament church is because singing was an expression of joy.
The Christian life should be one of Jjoy, knowing what God has
done for you. In Philippians 4:4 Paul delcares: "Rejocie
in the Lord always, and again, I say rejoice." Singing is
but one expression of that joy. In James 5:13 the Holy Spirit
says, "Is anyone amlng you siaffering? Let him pray. Is anyone
cheerful? Let him sing praises.” We sing in Chrigtianity because
we Are happy and thankful. When thevangels appeared to the
shepards on the night of Jesus' birth, what did they do? They
sang! When the ascdnded Lord entered the ghrone room of God
to take his rightful place and receive the Kingdom from the
Féther, what déd the aggels do? They sang. James says, if
_anyone_ is happy, he should sing praises. When I worship God
why do I sing? Because I am happy, knowing what my Lord has

done for me.



Fpr these reasons, then, praising God, teaching each
other, as an expression of joy, winging constitutes an importamt
aspect of the worship of the New Testament Church; and we
should alse practice as they did. If worship in song does
not exist in your congregation, then you ought to direct
your leaders to the Scriptures we have considered this mprning.
Singing must be practiced if we are to worship God in spriti
and in truth.

However, most denominational groups do practice singing
in their worship services; and for this we are thankful that
the Scripturs are obeyed. But in most of them, only a few
of the members do the singing. So many traditions have arisen
that now only a small segment of the congregation does any
singing. This usually takes the form of a choir or some suck
group which supposedly does the singing for the whole congregation.
What they are, in effect, doing is, they are worshipping for
the whole congregation. But this is impossible. I can not
worship fer you anymore than I can pray for you. I cannot
sing for you anymore than I can take the Lord's Supper for you.
If 30 members of a large congregation can sing for the whole,
why cannot another 30 members partake of the communion for the
whole? We maintain that the existence of choirs is destructive
to the fery nature of worship itself. Worship is an individual
experience as wellas a corporate one. We worship together, but
eferyone worships and everyone participates. If you do not
participlate, you do not worship! ané& the existences of choirs
prevent other members from participating, and therefore prevent

them from worshipping in song.
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The New Tustament, on the contray, knows nothing of choirs.
The apsostle Paul commands every Christian to sing. There is
no . dividing of the group into those who do sing and those who
do not. Why that is unheard &f in the New Testament. When
the congregation worshipped in song, everybody sang. Should
not everyene have the opportunity to praise God, and should not
€very member particpate in the instruction which occurs theough
song, and should not everyone express their Joy over God's
might works through singing? 1If S0, théy WBy are there choirs?
Why have a choir in the first place?

I fear that choirs are there to give someone something to
do, or to make the singing sound better. But do we not have
enough  to do in spreading the truth of the g0spel. Further
as we pointed out a momént age, the essence of singing is not
in what it sounds like, but in what manner 6f heart is the song
sung.

Singing is the prviledge and duty of every Christian in
the worship of God, and anything, such as choirs, which hinders
the fulfillment of such a privéledge and duty by every member
of the congregation is sinful. Ephesiand 5:19 and Colossian
3:L6 do not cemmand +that God should be worshipped through song
only to a8 segment of the congregation, byt to the whole of it.
Everyone is to sing and not Jjst the choir.

If we are to restore the New Testament Church, we must
follow its example. Since it had no choirs, but every member
gegularly participated in the song service, so we.should obey
the teachings of the Lord. Please do not rermit the priviledge
and joybo sining to be restricted to only one group in the

congregation.



SINGING (Part 2)

Last week we began a discussion of the subject of singing
as an act of woship to God. We observed that in the New Testament
there are primarily three reasons why we should worship God in
song. The first was that singing is one medium by which we
praise the Lord. Secondily, singing is also to be used as a
teaching medium for the instruction of the congregation, and
thirdly, it is also a wonderful expression of Christian joy.
These points serve to signify the important place singing
should have in our Christian worship.

However, in most denominations today, singing is not the
only musical means: for worshipﬁing God. Most churches also
use some instrument of music as the organ, piano or guitar to
accompany their singing. But I want to raise the question
this momning: does the New Testament authorzie the use of
instruments of music in the worship of the Church?

The funflamental principle of true worship is that no
religious service is acceptable to God unless it is authorized
by His word. This principle or law of worship is clearly
set forth in John 4:24., There Jesus says: "God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship him in sprit and in
truth." No worship, according to this pronouncement, can be
right unless it is done in spirit and in truth. What is the
truth? Jehn 17:17 answeres: "Sanctify them in the truth:
thy word is truth." Since men must worshkp in truth, andthe
word of God is the truth, then they must worship according to
the word. Where does God's word expressed in the New T stament

give command or example for the use of instrumental music in



the worship qf the Church? Not anywhere; therefore, this

practice cannot be of truth, for the word is truth. We conclude

then that instrumental music in worship is a violation of the

law of workhip as expressed in John 4:24, TFor only singing

in and of itself is explicitly authorleed in the New Testament,

singing without the aid or accomplnament of instrumental music.
The antithesés of true worship is vain worship. All

forms of worship unauthorizee by the New T“stament are vain-—

void and useless. Jesus: said in Matthew 15:9, "But in vain

doe they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the Precepts

of men." 1In the context of this reference, the Pharisees had

remonstrated with the Lord because His disciples did not wash

their hands before eating. The Pharsees taught that this act

was a doctirinal necessity, a direct service rendered to God,

and that those who failed to do thiew were spiritual defileqd

and displeasing te God. But, in fact, God had never commanded

men-to wash their hands before the eating of a common meal.

This act was merely a precept of men, and thefallure to practice

it did no ‘spiritual harm to the individual. Jesus Christ codemned

this doctrlne,‘alonglwlth all other man-made religous Precepts

when he described ti as vain worship. Instramental music

in worship is a practice originating with man and not with

God; thus it fal%s inte the same category as the wasing of hands,

characterized by the deseription of vain worship. Instrumental

worship is an addition o the NEw Testament's deSerptlon

of worship,

Ok
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éIl in the name of the Lord Jesus, g1v1ng thanks through



Another way of expressing this same argument is to note
carefully what the apostle Paul writes in Colossians 3:17.
There the apostle says, "Whatever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
father." Now to do something in the name of someone is to
do it by his authority. Thus, what the apostle is saying is
that whatever we do (that is practice) and watever we say
(that is seach) it must be done upon the authority of Jesus
Christ. In other words, we cannot practic or teach anything
in the Christian religion unless it has been authorized by
Jesus Christ. It is extremely important to grasp that principle.
We must have the authority of Jesus Christ behind everything
that we do as religious service. As Peter wrote in I Petgr
L:LL, "if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God"
We must have, if we are to be pleasing to God and aur worship
acceptable to him ,we must have New T:stament authority
for what we do in our worship services.

The question to raise, then, does the New Testament
authorize the use of instruments of music in the worship of
the church? The answer is no. There is not one word about
the use of ingtruments of music in tﬂe worship of the church
in the New T:stament You can search the New T _stament in
to find a command to use or an example of one's use in the
worship, but you will look in vain. It is simply not there.
Therefore, according to Colossians 3:17, we must not use
instruments of music in our worship because they are not
a thorized by the New Testament, thelast will 6f Jesus Christ,

If we are to, as Peter says, speak as the oracles of God, how

may we justify the use of instruments in our worshpp when
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the New Testament nowhere authorizes its use. In fact, history
records that beyond any doubt the early Christians did not
use any instrumentsof music in their worship. It was not
until 606 A.D. that instrumental music was firts introduced
into ‘supposedly Christian worship. Even then it was bitterly
Opposed by most of the church. If the New Tustaments Christians
did not use instrumental music, and where is no doubt that
they did not, and ir we are to restore New TEstament Christiansity,
we must net use instruments of music in our worship to God
because there ne authority can be found for their introduction
into the worship in the Now Testgment.

Now all +this hay seem very strange to you. You are probably
thinking that I am ghe only one who feels this way, and that
the churches of Christ are all alone in their re jection of
instrumental music in Christian worship. However, you are wrong.
That I might demonstrate to you that my position is neither®
unique or new for it is actually as olg as the apostles, note
carefully what some of the great religious leaders have said
on this very question. Be careful to note, however, that these
men are quoted not for the purpose of proving my position (for
one can only prove such by the Bible), but to show tha& even
the founders of certain denominations were apposed to instrumental
music. Jahn Calvin, for ingance, one of the forerunners of
the Prespyterian Church had this to say: "Musical instruments
in celebrating the prasises of God would be no more smitable
than the burning of inscense, the lighting up of lamps, the
restorations of the other shadows of the law. The Papists,
therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, as well as many other

things, from the Jews." Martin Luther, the founder to the



modern Lutheran churches and distinguished reformer called tthe -
organ an, ensign of Baal." And John Wesley, the reputed founder
of the Methodis Church wrote: "I have no objection to
instruments of music in our chap#ls, provided that they are
neither heard nor seen." Charles Spurgeon, one of the greatest
Baptist preachers who ever lived, preached for twenty years to
thousands of pepple each week in London, Egnland did not have
muscial instruments in his worship service. You see, then,
that the churches of Christ do not stand alone in their opposition
to the use of instrumental music in the worship of the church.
However, whether they stand alone or not is no real consequence.
For if the Beripture does not authorize the use of instruments
of music in Christian worship, I would be opposed to it
whether I stéod alone or not.

The plain fact is that there is no authorization for
Such a use of instrumental music in the New TEastament. This
no one can deny. Since, therefore, we nmust worship God in
Spriit and in truth, we cannot worship God with instrument
of music because it is not found in God's word which is truth.
The New Testament church did not use instruments of musci,
this no historian do jubts. Therefore, if we are to restore
New Testament Christiangty, we must also forbid the use of
instruments of music. The only music the New Testament knows
of is singing, qnd therefore that is all we should practice.
However, serveral arguments have been made from Scripture
to justify the use of instrumental music inm Christian worship,

ad next week we shall examine them next week.



SINGING (III)

For the past several weeks we have been discussing the
practice of singing in the New Testament as an act of worship
in which the church of the New Testament participated. We'
have discovered from our brief study that singing constituted
an integral part of the worship of the first century church.
Last week, however, we asked the question whether or not
singing was the only musical means by which the early church
worshipped God in their assemblies. Tha answer we received
from the New Testament was no. There is no record in all th
New Testament that the church of the first century ever used
instruments of music in their worship. They only had singing.

Becasue we can find no authority for the use of instrumental
misic in the worship of the Church, we must, therefore, obstain
from using it in worship to God. Colossians 3:17 reads: "whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus."
Thus, the apostle(Paul demands that whatever we teach or
practide in the Christian religion must have the authority of
Jewus Christ behind it. Further, Jesus himself in John 4:24
states that "God is spirit, and those what whorship him, must
worship him in Spirit and in truth."” Anyone who seeks to worship
God, must worship in spirit, that is in the right frame of mind;
and in truth, that is according to the word of God. The
principle is clear from Scripture. We must not teach or practice
anything in Christianity which does not have the explicit authority
of Christ behind it, uless it is authorized by the New Testament.
Since;the use of.instruments of musci is nowhere authorized in
the New Testament for the use of the church in worship, we mmst

therefore for bid its use in the worship of the church.



However, such a position is not generally accepted by
most denominations because most of these groups do use
instruments of musci in their worship. For this reason, we
wish to take the\restfof our remaining time to examine some
objections which might be offered by denominational groups
who do use the instruments of music in their worship.

Some object that since the 0l1d Testament authorizes the
use of instruments of music in worship, we should not object
to its use in the worship of the New Testament Church. After
all, it is said, did not David encourage the use of instrumental
music in such Psalms as the 150th. However, the objector fails
to realize that David also encouraged, even commanded, the
offering of animal sacrifices and the burning of insence int
such Psalms as the 66th. If the 0ld Testament is suffieient
authority to introduce pracitices into the worship of the
church, then why do we not also burn insense, offer animal
sacrifieces, keep the ceremonial feasts, and so on. If men
bring instrumental music into the worship today on the ground
that it is mentioned in the 01ld Tfstament. consistency demands
that they bring animal sacrifices and the bruning of insense
also. Yet, if a man leaves the offering of animal sacrifieces
and the bérnigg of incemse out of the worship today on the
ground that Jesus déd not include them in the New Testament, he
must also leave out the playing of instruments for the same
reason. As Paul expressed in Colossians 3:17, we must have
the authority of Jesus, not Moses, for what we teach and
practice in the church today; and it is his authority which

we lack in respect to both animal sacrifieces and instrumental music.
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Others, however, object that the Bible does not say that
we cannot use the instruments. Nowhere, it §s argued, does
Scripture prohibt the use of instrumental music. But neither
does Scripture prohivt the addition of bacon and eggs to the
Lord's Supper; not does it prohibt animal sacrifices or the
buring &f ingense. The question is not what the New Testamet
does not authorize, but what it does. We are obligated to
have authority for whatever we do. Peter in I Peter b:11
wrote: "If any man speak, let him Speak as the oracles of
God." And Paul in Colossians 3:17 deamands that whatever we
do in word or qeed, dé all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

We have authority to taeach and practice in Christianity onl
those things which are authorized by Jesus. Anything, therefere,
which is not authorized is forbidden. ILet me illustrat this
point. 1In Genesis 6, righteouS'Noah was commanded to builg

an ark, and God specifically commanded that he build it our

of gopher wood. Now it Noah hag used oak with the gopher, wauld
the ark had floated? Of oourse not. Byt why? Oak was not
forbidden. The ark would not have flozted because oak wood

was not authorized by God. 1In the Same way, God has directed

in the New Testament that the worship of the churech be directed
in its musiecal expression by singing. If adq to singing the
instrumentas of music, then we would be like Noah if he had
added oak to gopher. Our worship to God is vain if we offer

to him any worship which ig unauthorized (Matt, 15:1-9),

Another PErson, however, argues that since insturmental
misic is enjoyed in the home, why not also in the church?

Yet it must be remembered that there are meany activities in
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which we engage in the home that are not done in worhsip, such

as washing the hands, eating food to nourish the body, and
engaging in various form S of recreatéon. None of these

actions, which are not morrally wrong, would be right in

the worship of the church. Many receive aesthethc delight

and mental relaxation by the use of instrumental music in the
home, which is entirely all right; in the worship of God, however,
it would be wrong because just as washing hands the New Testament

does not authorize its use in the worship of the church.

music, why not use this talent in worship to the glory of God?
But there are many women who are capable of baking delicious
pies and cakes, does that mean that we should ugilige their
ability in the worship of God? Many have the ability to tell
comical stories. Does that mean we should utiliee their
abilities in the worship? It is wonderfyl to have the ability
to play an insturment, but the simple fact still remains, there
is no authority in the New Testament for the introduction 56
insturments in the worship of the Church. We must learn as
Paul wrote in I Corinthians 4:6 not to g0 bgyond that which is
written.

Finally, Someone urges that we should use musical instruments
because they aid our singing. But our firend here misses the
whole point. The ingroduction of musical instruments into the
worship would not be Jjust an expeident aid, but an addition.
Let us go back to our illustration in the example of Noah.

It might have greafly aided Noah'sg task, if he hag been able
to use oak in the building the ark. But if he had useq that



oak in the building &f the ark, it would not have been simply
an aid, but an addition to what God had commanded. God did
not command cimply wood in a generic sense, but he was spefic,
he wanted gopher wood. 1In the same way, God in the New T“stament
did not simply authorize the use of music in a generic sense
but he was rather specific--he dommanded only singing. Thus,
if we add instrumental music to his spefication, then we do not
simply have an aide to our singing, but an additon which is
unauthorize just as the oak would have been in Noah's task.
When we use instrumental music inour worship to God in the
church, then we add to the divine commandment, and thereby
sin.
The issue we are dicussing is not a superficial one. It
is fundamental to Christianity itself. The prinicple is what
is at stake here. We must abide by the principge of aithoriy
which is $tated in Colossians 3:17--that is, we must not
teach or practice anything in Christianity which is not authorized
by Jesus Christ. If we give up that principle, we may not only
introduQef@u§iéal instruments into the worhsip, but a host of
other things such as éoutning beéds. burning inscense, steak
and eggs on the Lord's table, and the list could g0 on.
The use of instrumenta of music is but one point in the whole
issue, that issue being--will we abide by the New Tjstament alone,
and teach and practice only the things which it authorized.
Faul the apostle is clear--to teach or practice antyhing not
autnorzied by the New Testament ig sinful, and, therfore, the
use of instruments of music in the worship of the ch rch which

is not authorized in the New Tiestament must be considered snfyl.



