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Introduction:  The Central Story (Acts 10:34-43).

“Why They Wrote” (Chapter 1).


God shows no partiality…
God sent (taking the initiative)…
God told the good news of peace through Jesus Christ…

Beginning in Judea with John the Baptist…

God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit…

Jesus went about “doing good” and healing…

Jesus was killed, but God raised him from the dead…

He sent witnesses who ate and drank with the resurrected Jesus…

These witnesses testify to Jesus along with the prophets.
1.  God Comes to Redeem through Incarnation.

“Jesus Came In The Flesh” (Chapter 2).

Jesus is the divine Word made flesh, both Son of God and Son of Man, who is the presence of God among us.

Key Texts:  John 1:1-3,14-18; Matthew 1:20-23; Galatians 4:4-6; Mark 1:1.

2.  The Redemptive Ministry of Jesus.

a. “He Was Announced By John the Baptist” (Chapter 3).

John prepares for the inbreaking of the kingdom of God by calling God’s covenant community to repentance and faith in expectation of the coming Messiah (Christ).

Key Texts:  Luke 3:1-18; Mark 1:1-8; John 1:6-9, 19-34; 3:22-36.

b. “He Was Anointed By the Holy Spirit” (Chapter 4).

The new age broke into the life of Israel by the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Messiah at his baptism for the sake of testifying to the Sonship of Jesus and empowering his ministry.
Key Texts:  Matthew 3:13-4:1; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1, 14-19; Isaiah 61:1-3

c. “He Went About Doing Good” (Chapter 5).

Jesus demonstrated the inbreaking of the kingdom by performing miracles which reversed the curse (dead are raised, blind see, lame walk, etc.), by exercising power over Satan and by welcoming the poor and disenfranchised in his kingdom presence.

Key Texts:  Matthew 4:23-25; 8:14-17; 10:1-10; 11:1-6.
d. “He Preached Good News” (Chapter 6).
Jesus proclaimed the good news of the kingdom which involved the immediacy of the kingdom, the ethics of the kingdom and the call to discipleship in the life of the kingdom.

Key Texts:  Matthew 4:12-17; 9:35-38; 5:1-7:28 (esp. 5:17-20).
3. The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus.

a. “He Gave His Life A Ransom For Many” (Chapter 7).

The death of Jesus was the means by which God reconciled the world to himself through the expiation of sin and in which we participate through our commitment to the gospel.

Key Texts:  Mark 10:42-45; 2 Corinthians 5:12-21; Romans 3:21-28; Hebrews 9:12-28.
b. “He Was Raised For Our Justification” (Chapter 8).

The resurrection of Jesus is the justification of Jesus as God bears witness to his son and through we participate in life through our commitment to the gospel.

Key Texts:  Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:1-28; Romans 5:6-11.
4. Jesus’ Redeemed Community.

a. “They Went Forth As Witnesses” (Chapter 9).

God sent messengers to testify to, interpret and apply the good news (gospel) that God had accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Key Texts:  Acts 1:1-11; 2:29-34; Galatians 1:1-12; 2 Corinthians 10:7-11; 13:1-4, 10; Ephesians 3:2-6.

b. “The Ministry Continued Under The Auspices Of The Holy Spirit” (Chapter 10).

God poured out his Spirit at Pentecost which inaugurated the church, gave God’s presence to the church and gifted the church to continue the ministry of Jesus in the present.

Key Texts:  John 7:37-39; 14:15-21, 25-26; 15:26; 16:7-15; Galatians 5:15-26; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12-13;  Romans 12:3-8.
c. “He Called The Church Into Being” (Chapter 11).

The church is the community of Jesus committed to embody the kingdom in the present, function as the body of Christ in the world, and live as a community together bond by servant leadership, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Key Texts:  Matthew 16:16-18; Acts 2:38-47; Romans 12:4-5, 9-16; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 10:16-17; Romans 6:1-8; Epheisans 5:25-27; 1 Peter 5:1-4.
d. “He Showed No Partiality” (Chapter 12).

The truth of the gospel is the unity of believers in Jesus Christ which transcends all ethnic, social, and economic barriers as embodied in our common meal together.

Key Texts:  Romans 14:1-15:13; Galatians 2:14-16; 1 Corinthians 11:11-34.

5. The Final Redemption: The Second Coming of Jesus.

“He’s Coming Back To Claim His Own” (Chapter 13).

Jesus will return to judge the earth and bring his people into the new heaven and new earth which is the restoration of all things—including the restoration of the Garden of Eden where there is no more curse (pain, death, sorrow).

Key Texts:  Matthew 25; 2 Peter 3; Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5; Acts 3:19-21.
