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I.  Job as Dramatic Lament:  The Dialogical Structure Of Job.


A.  Literary Structure.


 EMBED Word.Picture.8  




1.  Narrative Prologue (Job 1-2):  Yahweh, Satan and Job.




a.  Introduction (Job 1:1-5):  Righteous Job.




b.  First Trial (Job 1:6-22):  Blessed Be the Name of the Lord.




c.  Second Trial (Job 2:1-10):  Accepting Trouble with Integrity.




d.  Silent Lament (Job 2:11-13):  Meditating on Suffering.



2.  Poetic Drama (Job 3:1-42:6):  The Dialogues and Monologues

a.  First Act:  Dialogues (Job 3-27).





(1) Opening Lament (Job 3):  "Why was I Born?"





(2) First Dialogue Cycle (Job 4-14):  Call to Repentance in the Light of 

God's Discipline.






Eliphaz (4-5):  Offers hope in discipline (5:17-27).






Job (6-7):  Friends are dry streams (6:15-21).






Bildad (8):  God will yet deliver you if you repent (8:6-20).






Job (9-10):  Who am I, even if I am blameless (9:20).






Zophar (11):  Job is self-righteous (11:4-5), so repent (11:13).






Job (12-14):  You are telling me nothing new; just listen (13:1-2, 13ff).





(3) Second Dialogue Cycle (Job 15-21):  Attempt to Shut Up the Lament.






Eliphaz (15):  Lament undermines piety and expresses sin (15:4).






Job (16-17):  You are miserable comforters (16:2) and ignorant (17:12).






Bildad (18):  Cease your lament; we know evil is punished (18:2,21).






Job (19):  You attack me; please have pity (19:2, 21-22, 28).






Zophar (20):  The joy of the wicked is brief (20:5-6).






Job (21):  The counsel is false; the wicked do not always suffer (21:34).





(4) Third Dialogue Cycle (Job 22-27):  Giving Up on Job's Conceit.






Eliphaz (22):  Even if you were righteous, so what (22:3)?






Job (23-24):  God is listening; I will speak my lament (23:6,17; 24:1).






Bildad (25):  No one can be righteous (25:4).






Job (26):  You offer no insight, just futility (26:3).






[No speech by Zophar, but a literary break is indicated by 27:1]






Job (27):  Job speaks to God with integrity (27:1-6).




b.  Second Act:  The Monologues (Job 28-42:6)





(1) Opening Wisdom Poem (Job 28) - Narrator or Job?  Fearing God is Wisdom.





(2) First Monologue:  Job (Job 29-31; speech renewed 29:1)






What it was like Then (29):  Righteous and Respected.






What it is like Now (30):  Lament.






Self-Imprecation (31):  If I had sinned, then I should be judged; but I have not. 





(3) Second Monologue:  Elihu (Job 32-37)






First Speech (32-33):  God disciplines (33:14,26-31); Job self-righteous (33:9).






Second Speech (34):  God is just (34:12); Job deserved suffering (34:5,9,11)






Third Speech (35):  God is transcendent; Job is wicked (35:2-7).






Fourth Speech (36-37):  God is active; listen Job (37:14).





(4) Third Monologue:  Yahweh (Job 38-42:6)






First Speech (38:1-40:2):  Don't You See How I Care for My World?






Job's First Response (40:3-5):  I am unworthy.






Second Speech (40:6-41:34):  Don't You See How I Control Evil?






Job's  Second Response (42:1-6):  I praise you.



3.  Narrative Epilogue (Job 42:7-17)




a.  Yahweh and the Friends (42:7-9).




b.  Yahweh and Job (42:10-17).


B.  Literary Genre.



1.  Lawsuit (Dick, Scholnick, Roberts, Habel).




a.  Job 4-14 is an attempt to "settle out of court."




b.  Job 15-31 is a formal court proceedings.




c.  Job 32-41 is Elihu as Defender of God and God's own counter-lawsuit.




d.  Job 42:6 is Job's retraction of his lawsuit.



2.  Controversy Dialogue (Crenshaw).



3.  Dramatic Lament (Westermann).



4.  Sui Generis (Hartley, Anderson).


C.  The Function of Lament in the Jobian Drama.



1.  Opening Lament (Job 3).




Third Person Address (3:4, 20, 23)



2.  Laments in the Speeches (Job 4-27)




a.  Addressed to God ("You" addresses).





7:1-21 (esp. 17-19)





9:27-31





10:1-22 (questions for God)





13:20-28





14:1-22





16:7-8





17:3-4




b.  Third Person Addresses ("He" addresses).





6:4-13





9:2-26, 32-35





12:7-25





13:13-19





16:9-22





17:5-9





19:8-20, 23-27





21:4-26 ("why lament")





23:2-17





24:1-25 ("why lament")





26:5-14





27:2-10 ("oath")



3.  Final Lament (Job 29-31)




a.  Addressed to God ("You" addresses).





30:20-23




b.  Third-Person Address ("He" addresses).





29:1-25 ("lament for the past")





30:1-19, 24-31 ("lament for the present)





31:35-37 ("oath")


D.  Homiletic Suggestions.



1.  In a series, follow the dramatic plot.




a.  The Trial (Prologue)




b.  The Lament (Job 3)




c.  The Debate (Job 3-27)





(1) The Direct Laments to God





(2) The Bad Theology of the Friends





(3) The Appeals for Justice/Righteousness.





(4) The Avowals of Trust in God.




d.  The Wisdom (Job 28)




e.  The Protest (Job 29-31)





(1) Job's Lament (Job 29-30)





(2) Job's Ethics (Job 31)




f.  The Understanding (Job 32-37)





(1) Elihu's Understanding of God.





(2) Elihu's Misunderstanding of Job.




g.  The Praise (Job 38-41)





(1) God's Care for His Universe (Job 38-39).





(2) God's Rule over Evil (Job 40-41).




h.  The Humble Response (Job 42:1-6)




i.  The Grace (Epilogue)



2.  Using particular texts,




a.  Note its place in the drama.




b.  Note its particular genre.




c.  Note its function within the whole book.



3.  Example:  Job 21:1-16.




a.  Broad Considerations.





(1) End of 2nd cycle in dialogue:  trying to shut up Job's lament.





(2) Place in the flow of the dialogue:  the joy the wicked is brief (Bildad, Job 20).





(3) "Why Lament" (21:7).





(4) Job's frustration:  the "comfort" of friends (21:2-3, 34).





(5) Job seeks understanding too (21:4-6).




b.  Questions to Ask.





(1) What is the form of this text?  Lament/Protest





(2) What is the function of this text?  Complaint.





(3) What is the effect of this text?  No one has answers.




c.  The Text.





(1) The Occasion (21:1-6)





(2) The Question (21:7-15)





(3) Job's Answer (21:16)




d.  One Homiletic Strategy.





(1) "Why do the wicked live on?" (21:7)







wealth, health, power, children, joy, peace







reject God:  no profit in serving him





(2) This doesn't make sense! (21:4-6)







complaint to God







bewilderment







terror





(3) Nevertheless, I reject the counsel of the wicked (21:16)




e.  A Second Homiletic Strategy.





(1) The Death of Job's Children (Prologue)





(2) The Friends Critique (Job 5:4, 25; 8:4; 18:19)





(3) Job's Lament (21:7-12; cf. 29:5)





(4) Job's Faith (21:16) even though he knows the fate of the 






children of the wicked as well (27:13-14).




f.  Job 21:16 as Difficult Text.

NRSV: Is not their prosperity indeed their own achievement? The plans of the wicked are repugnant to me. 

CEV: "We succeeded all on our own." And so, I keep away from them and their evil schemes.

NIV (KJV, ASV): But their prosperity is not in their own hands, so I stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked. 

NLT: But their prosperity is not of their own doing, so I will have nothing to do with that kind of thinking.





NRSV and CEV claim prosperity is their own achievement, but NIV and NLT see 

prosperity as God's achievement.  In either case, Job's resolute rejection of the wicked is clear.

II.  A Theology Of Lament From Job:  Question, But Trust.


A.  Divine Sovereignty in Job.



1.  The Prologue.




Job 1:12




Job 1:21




Job 2:3




Job 2:6




Job 2:10



2.  Job's Confession of God's Sovereignty.




Job 9:21-24




Job 12:7-10



3.  The Epilogue.




Job 42:10-12



4.  The "Hand of God" Motif in Job.




a.  Prologue (1:11; 2:4).




b.  Dialogue (6:9; 10:7-9; 12:9; 19:21; 23:2; 30:21)


B.  Lament.


"How, then, can I dispute with him?" (Job 9:14)   Answer:  Through Lament.



1.  Complaint and Protest.




7:11-21




9:21-31




10:1-22




21:4-33




23:1-24:25



2.  Assertions of Innocence.





Job's integrity is at issue here (2:3, 9; 27:5-6; 31:1-6).



6:28-30 (to friends)




9:21 (to God)




13:15, 18, 23 (third person)




16:17




19:6 (to friends)




23:7




27:2-6 (oath)




31:1-34, 37-40 (oath)



3.  Legal Metaphor




14:12-17




16:18-21




19:17




23:11




27:5-6




31:35-36



4.  Petitions.




7:7, 16




10:2, 9, 20




13:20-23



5.  Avowals of Trust.




13:13-19




14:13-17




16:18-21




19:23-27




21:16




23:1-12



6.  Praise




9:5-13




12:17-25




26:5-14




27:7-23


C.  Parallel with Lament Psalms

"God has made my heart faint...yet I am not silenced" (Job 23:16-17)

The Dilemma of Lament (Job 10:15-16)

	Genre


	Job
	Psalms

	Complaint
	7:11; 10:1; 16:3-7; 19:7-20; 23:2; 24:1-12
	22:1-2; 64:1; 142:2; cf. 6, 44, 7, 88, 90

	Innocence
	9:15-21; 16:17; 23:10-12; 29:4; 31:1ff
	22:8-11; 7:3-5,8; 44:17-19

	Legal
	6:9; 13:13-28; 23:3-12; 31:6
	17:1-3; 43:1-3

	Petitions
	7:16; 10:20; 13:21
	22:19-21; 4:1-2; 6:1-4

	Trust
	13:15; 16:19; 19:25; 21:16
	22:25-28; 13:5; 31:6,14

	Praise
	9:5-13; 12:7-25; 26:5-14; 27:13-23
	22:22-24; 13:6; 71:22-24



D.  Homiletic Suggestion:  Job 16.



1.  Structure of the Text.




a.  Confronts Friends (16:2-5).




b.  Laments to God (16:6-14).





(1) 2nd Person Lament (16:7-8).





(2) 3rd Person Lament (16:9-14).




c.  Avowal of Innocence (16:15-17).




d.  Appeal for Vindication (16:18-21).



2.  Function of the Text.




a.  This is Job's first reply in the 2nd cycle of speeches.




b.  Job dismisses the "comfort" of his friends.




c.  Job shifts to more third person lament than 2nd person.




d.  Job shifts to the legal metaphor (appeals for vindication).



3.  Thematic Structure:  The Frustrations of a Righteous Sufferer.




a.  Frustrated with Friends (16:2-5).





(1) They are long-winded, miserable comforters (16:2-3).





(2) He understands them (16:4).





(3) But he would speak differently than they (16:5).




b.  Frustrated with God (16:6-17).





(1) God is responsible (16:6-8).





(2) God enables enemies and is an enemy (16:9-11)





(3) God has made me a target for his arrows (16:12-14)





(4) But what more can I do than I am doing (16:15-17)




c.  Yearns for Justice/Righteousness in his Situation (16:18-21).



4.  Homily:  Job Talks to God




a.  Confesses God's sovereignty over his situation.





(1) God has acted.





(2) God appears to take the side of his enemies.





(3) God appears at war with Job.




b.  Confesses his humility before God.





(1) Nevertheless, Job has remained faithful and pure.





(2) Yet, his suffering is intense as weeps in the dust.




c.  Appeals for vindication.





(1) But he still appeals for God's righteousness.





(2) He is confident that he yet has a friend in heaven.





(3) God is a friend even when he appears to be an enemy.


5.  Job 16:19 as Difficult Text.  Hartley summaries this well (p. 264).

Considering the various passages in which Job thinks about arguing his case before God, the best candidate for the defender that can be found is God himself...Here Job appeals to God's holy integrity in stating his earnest hope that God will testify to the truth of his claims of innocence, even though such testimony will seem to contradict God's own actions. Such risking is the essence of faith. For a moment Job sees God as his steadfast supporter. In this plea he is expressing the trust that God had expressed in him in the prologue because he is pushing through the screen of his troubles to the real God. He is not essentially pitting God against God; rather he is affirming genuine confidence in God regardless of the way it appears that God is treating him. Since Job, in contrast to his friends, will not concede that truth is identical with appearances, he presses on for a true resolution to his complaint from God himself.

E.  Homiletic Suggestions:  Job 22-24.


1.  Structure of the Text.




a.  Eliphaz's Speech (22).





(1) Job, you have sinned (22:1-11).





(2) God knows what is going on (22:12-20).





(3) Job, submit to God and he will renew your prosperity (22:21-30).




b.  Job's Reply (23-24).





(1) Not true; and I would present my case to God (23:1-7).





(2) God knows me (23:8-12).





(3) I will not be silent (23:13-17).





(4) Here is my lament (24:1-25).






(a) The poor are oppressed so that even the innocent suffer (24:1-12).






(b) The wicked work evil (24:13-16).






(c) God will do something (24:17-24).





(5) Have I spoken falsehood?



2.  Function of the Text.




a.  This is the beginning of the third cycle of speeches.




b.  Its function is to dissuade Job of his conceit and appeal to him to repent.




c.  For Eliphaz suffering only comes to the wicked, but for Job the world is filled with 

innocent suffering (as in the case of the poor).




d.  The text functions to assert Job's innocence, but also to express his frustration 

with the fallenness of the world though he is confident that God will ultimately do something about it.



3.  The Word-Response Play of the Eliphaz and Job.

	Topic
	Eliphaz


	Job

	uprightness
	22:3-4
	23:7

	poor
	22:5-11
	24:1-12

	darkness
	22:11
	23:17

	wicked
	22:12-20
	24:13-21

	gold
	22:24-25
	23:10

	pray
	22:27-30
	23:2-6




4.  Thematic Structure:  The Frustrations of Living in a Fallen World.

a.  Eliphaz knows why Job is suffering; it is clear to him that Job has sinned.  Job has mistreated the poor.  Eliphaz accuses Job of everything Job says he did not do (cf. chapter 31).

b.  Eliphaz has a resolution:  repent and pray.  Give up your "gold" and "pray".  Then the darkness will be dispelled by the light of God's presence.  God will deliver you.  Eliphaz has a simple answer to the frustrations of a fallen world.

c.  Job cannot answer so simply.  He knows his own integrity.  He is an upright man who will come out like gold in this refining fire.  Job is God's faithful servant.

d.  In the midst of the darkness, however, Job can only lament.  He cannot be silent.  He must speak in the darkness though he knows God can do whatever pleases him.  Nevertheless, Job must question ("why") and he must lament.

e.  Despite the lament, however, Job knows his own integrity and he knows the faithfulness of God.  God will destroy the wicked and the oppressors of the poor.  He only wishes God will give the righteous the satisfaction of seeing it happen.



5.  Two Homiletic Suggestions.




a.  One:  When Answers are Too Simple (Job 22-23)





Theme:  Suffering is Not Always Punishment, but Sometimes Trial.

(1) Begin with occasions/examples when someone surmised sin because of suffering.  For example, when a minister was discovered to have AIDS, he was dismissed because of presumed sin and God's judgment.

(2) For some suffering has an easy solution.  Just pray, have enough faith, repent and admit your sin, then God will deliver you.  You are suffering because you do not have enough faith.  Your son is not healed because you do not believe God will do it.

(3) But sometimes suffering is God's testing mechanism, not punishment.  Sometimes it is an "integrity check".  What "gold" is God most concerned about:  the prosperity of your hands, or the integrity of your character?

(4) When suffering comes, we lament, but we also trust in God's testing procedures.  We are not silent in the darkness, but we are faithful in it.

(5) Jesus himself endured the cross--he sat in the darkness, was faithful through it and he came out as gold.




b.  Two:  When Will God Do Something?  Job 24





Theme:  We cry out against evil, lament its presence and call upon God to do 



something.

(1) Begin by recounting some of the evils that appear in the daily newspaper.  Are we "vexed" by this evil?  Does it disturb us?  Do we wonder how God feels and thinks about this evil?

(2) Job recounted the evils of his day.  Interestingly, he focuses on how the poor were treated.  Watch the ethics of Job's list in 24:3-12:  hunger, lack of clothing, children as debt payments, thirst.  They are oppressed by the landowners and employers.  Economic justice is Job's concern here.  The wicked have no compassion, no kindness for the widow.  Evil men prey on the week to their own advantage.

(3) Where is God?  Why doesn't he do something?  "Why does the Almighty not set times for judgment?  Why must those who know him look in vain for such days?" (24:1).  The people of God lament.  They cry out to God to charge evil with wrongdoing.  We wait for judgment to come upon evil.  We yearn for God's righteousness.

(4) The confidence of Job, despite appearances to the contrary, is that God will act.  Job may not see it.  But God will act (24:22-24).

(5) In Jesus Christ, we have that confidence.  Despite death, there is resurrection.  Despite evil, there is judgment.  God will win in Jesus Christ.

III.  The Sanctuary Experience:  From Lament to Praise.


A.  Sanctuary Experience in Lament.



1.  Psalm 73.




a.  Envy of the Wicked (73:2-12).




b.  Doubts about the Profitability of Righteousness (73:13-15).




c.  Sanctuary Experience (73:16-17).




d.  Resultant Praise (73:18-28).



2.  Habakkuk.

Lament One: How long before you judge Judah (1:2-4)?


Answer One: Not long; Babylon is coming (1:5-11).

Lament Two: Why Babylon (1:12-2:1)?


Answer Two: There is an appointed time for Babylon as well (2:2-5).



Woe Oracle: The sins of Babylon are many (2:6-20).

Praise: Rejoice in God's saving judgment and faithful presence (3:1-19).


3.  Lament Transitions in the Psalms.




a.  There are "Nevertheless" Lament Praises (Psalms 13).




b.  There are "Salvation Oracle" Lament Praises (Psalm 12).




c.  There are "Future-Oriented" Lament Praises (Psalms 22)




d.  There are "Past-Oriented" Lament Praises (Psalm 44).

B.  Sanctuary Experience in Job.



1.  Divine Encounter:  God's Gentle Re-Orientation.




a.  Human Expectations.





(1) Job's Expectations.






(a) He wants a list of charges (indictments).






(b) He wants his "why" questions answered (3:20; 7:20; 13:24; 21:7; 24:1).






(c) He expects to be crushed by God's appearance (9:17).





(2) Friend's Expectations






(a) Zophar: God will destroy (11:5-6).






(b) Elihu: God will not answer (35:12-16) because Job is wicked (34:36-37).




b.  Yahweh's First  Speech (38:2-40:2):  God's plan (38:2), He cares for his world.




c.  Yahweh's Second Speech (40:7-41:34):  God's justice (40:8), He controls evil.




d.  The Problem of the Yahweh Speeches.





(1) Is God cosmic bully or gentle father?





(2) I think there are two major points to the Yahweh Speeches:






(a) God's gentle presence






(b) God's gentle reminder of what Job already knows (12:13; 26:14).





(3) God created out of love and governs through wisdom so that we need 






understanding and trust in God's plans.



2.  Job's Final Words (42:6).

ashes and       dust upon         "I repent" and        "I despise"      therefore




a.  Job's First Response (40:4-5):  I Feel my Littleness.

“See, I am of small account; 


what shall I answer you? 



I lay my hand on my mouth. 

I have spoken once, 


and I will not answer; twice, 



but will proceed no further.”




b.  Context of Final Words.





(1) Stanza I (Job 42:2-3): Faith and Praise.

“I know that you can do all things, 


and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 

‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’

Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 


things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 





(2) Stanza II (Job 42:4-6):  You Have Answered by Your Presence.

‘Hear, and I will speak; 


I will question you, and you declare to me.’  

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, 


but now my eye sees you;  

therefore I despise myself, 


and repent in dust and ashes.” 





(3) Options for Understanding 42:6.






(a) I despise/humble myself and repudiate God.






(b) I despise/humble myself and recant my lament.






(c) I despise/humble myself and repent of my lament.






(d) I despise/humble myself and am consoled over my lament.




c.  Translations of 42:6.

LXX: Therefore, I despise myself and melt away, and I consider myself dust and ashes."

Qumran Targum: "Therefore, I am poured out and dissolved, and I am become dust and ashes."

Targum on Job: "I despise my wealth, and I console myself for my sons who are dust and ashes."

Maimonides: "Wherefore I abhor myself and repent of dust and ashes."

NEB: "Therefore I melt away; I repent in dust and ashes."

NRSV: "therefore, I despise myself, and I repent in dust and ashes."

NIV: "Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes

NASB: "Therefore, I retract and repent in dust and ashes."

JPSV: "Therefore I recant and relent being but dust and ashes."

CEV: "That's why I hate myself and sit here in dust and ashes to show my sorrow."

NLT: "I take back everything I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance."

Mitchell: "Therefore, I will be quiet, comforted that I am dust."

Patrick: "Therefore I repudiate and repent of (or forswear) dust and ashes."

O'Conner "I melt away, and I am consoled for dust and ashes."

Brown: "I hereby reject [my life], and am comforted concerning dust and ashes."

Hicks:  "I am little/I melt [before you], and am comforted over [my] dust and ashes."



d.  The Meaning of sam ("I despise")





(1) Sample Occurrences (77) in the Hebrew OT (NRSV)






Leviticus 26:43 ("spurn my statutes")






Numbers 11:20 ("you have rejected the Lord")






Numbers 14:31 ("the land that you have despised")






1 Samuel 8:7 ("they have rejected me")






1 Samuel 16:1 ("I have rejected him")






2 Kings 17:15 ("they despised his statutes")






Isaiah 7:15 ("to refuse the evil")






Isaiah 8:6 ("melt in fear")






Isaiah 30:12 ("you reject this word")






Jeremiah 2:37 ("the Lord has rejected")






Jeremiah 4:30 ("your lovers despise you")






Jeremiah 14:19 ("rejected Judah")






Ezekiel 20:16 ("rejected my ordinances")






Ezekiel 21:10 ("you have despised the rod")






Amos 5:21 ("I despise you festivals")






Psalm 58:7 ("let them vanish like water")






Psalm 118:22 ("the builders rejected")






Proverbs 15:32 ("despise themselves")





(2) Occurrences in Job (NRSV)






Job 5:17 ("do not despise the discipline")






Job 7:5 (skin...breaks out again")






Job 7:16 ("I loathe my life" -- direct object in text)






Job 8:20 ("will not reject a blameless person")






Job 9:21 ("I loathe my life" -- direct object in text)






Job 10:3 ("to despise the work of your hands")






Job 19:18 ("children despise me")






Job 30:1 ("I would have disdained")






Job 31:13 ("I have rejected the cause")






Job 34:33 ("because you reject me")






Job 36:5 ("God...does not despise any")






Job 42:6 ("I despise myself" -- no direct object)




e.  The Meaning of lo Mjn ("I repent upon/over").





(1) Occurrences in the Hebrew OT (NRSV)






Exodus 32:12 ("change your mind")






2 Samuel 13:39 ("consoled over")






Jeremiah 8:6 ("repents of wickedness")






Jeremiah 18:8 ("change my mind")






Jeremiah 18:10 ("change my mind")






Jeremiah 31:15 ("comforted for")






Ezekiel 14:22 ("consoled for")






Ezekiel 32:31 ("consoled for")






Joel 2:13 ("relents from")






Jonah 4:2 ("relent from punishing")






Psalm 90:13 ("have compassion on")






1 Chronicles 21:15 ("relented concerning")





(2) Mjn in Job (NRSV)






Job 2:11 ("comfort")






Job 7:13 ("comfort")






Job 16:2 ("comforters")






Job 21:34 ("comfort")






Job 29:25 ("comforts")






Job 42:6 ("repent")






Job 42:11 ("comforted")




f.  Conclusion.





(1) God encounters Job as a function of grace.





(2) Job responds to God in humility and praise.





(3) The encounter transforms Job's lament to praise.





(4) Job is comforted by God.





(5) God vindicates Job in the eyes of the cosmos (including Job's community).

C.  The Yahweh-Job Encounter.

Job's Problem


1.  finitude


2.  ignorance


3.  chaotic world






generated

unanswered questions

nagging doubts

perplexing situations

Encounter Moment Produces Comfort

peace

praise

comfort

generated

God Comes and Speaks:


1.  Power


2.  Wisdom


3.  Care


D.  The Function of Prayerful Lament.



1.  It takes real questions to the sovereign God.



2.  It becomes a dynamic moment of encounter (sanctuary experience)



3.  It enables praise despite unanswered questions.


E.  A Homily (Job 42:5-6).



1.  Job has spoken; God has been silent (Job 9:16-17; 10:3; 13:3,23; 31:35).



2.  Yet, Job is confident that God will redeem him (Job 19:25-27)




a.  Job's redeemer lives.




b.  Job expects to "see" God.




c.  His heart yearns for that time.



3.  God speaks and comes near (Job 38:1).



4.  Now, Job has seen God and is comforted (Job 42:5-6).




a.  Once Job had only "heard" of God.




b.  Now he has "seen" him.




c.  Therefore, he is comforted.
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