CLASSIFICATION OF PSALM TYPES

John Mark Hicks

Orientation Psalms


Definition:  Psalms written in the context of "satisfied seasons of well-being that evoke gratitude for the constancy of blessing."  These "articulate joy" in the light of God's creation and governing law.  They are faithful professions .


Hymns of Creation (8,19,33,104,145)


Songs of Confidence (11,16,23,27,46,62,91,121,125,131,133)


Torah Psalms (1,15,19,24,119)


Wisdom Psalms (1,14,32,37,49,73,78,112,119,127-128,133)
Disorientation Psalms

Definition:  Psalms written in the context of "seasons of hurt, alienation, suffering and death" which "evoke rage, resentment, self-pity and hatred."  The sense of well-being has been overwhelmed and the response is prayer.


Personal Laments (3-7,9-11,13-14,16-17,22,25-28,31,35-36,38-43,52-57,59



61-64,69-71,77,86,88,94,102,109,120,130,139-143).


Communal Laments (12,14,44,53,58,60,74,79-80,83,85,90,94,106,108,123,



126,129,139).


Penitential (6,32,38,51,102,130,143).


Covenant Renewal (50,81).


Imprecatory (35,48,69,82,83,109,137).
New orientation Psalms


Definition:  Psalms written in the context of the surprising works of God where "we are overwhelmed with the new gifts of God."  The petitioner has been transformed and this evokes a response of worshipful thanksgiving.

Individual Thanksgiving (18,21,30,34,40-41,66,92,103,108,116,118,138).


Communal Thanksgiving (65-67,75,100,107,124,129,136).


Royal Psalms (2,18,20-21,24,29,45,47,72,89,93,95-99,101,110,114,132,144).


Songs of Zion (46,48,76,84,87,121-122).


Narrative Psalms (78,105-106,135-136).


Hymns of Praise (68,95,100,103,111,113-114,117,135,146-150).

Based on Bruggeman's contextual scheme (Message of the Psalms, p. 19) and the classification of Psalms by assorted writers (primarily Gunkel, Miller, McCann, Bellinger among others).

PSALMS AS EXPRESSIONS OF WORSHIP

	
	Orientation
	Disorientation
	New Orientation



	Types
	Adoration


	Lament
	Thanksgiving

	Description
	Contemplative worship which delights in the character and person of God as Creator and Sustainer of Life


	Worship offered in the midst of disillusionment in response to the experience of fallenness (suffering, sin, etc.)
	Grateful worship which offers God gifts in response to God's redemptive acts who recreates life in salvation

	Function
	Profession of Faith


	Prayer for Help
	Thanks for Help

	Effect
	Peace with God


	Wait on/Trust in God
	Service/Vows for God

	Focus
	Person of God


	Hiddenness of God
	Works of God

	Attitude
	Reflective


	Questioning
	Appreciative

	Dynamic
	Intimate


	Groaning
	Celebrative

	Our Status
	Creatures


	Sinners
	Redeemed

	Examples
	Ps 8, 23, 62, 63; Rev 4


	Ps 13, 22, 51; Rev 6:10
	Ps 34, 66, 118; Rev 5

	Psalm Genres
	Confidence

Torah

Wisdom


	Lament

Penitential

Imprecatory
	Thanksgiving

Royal Psalms

Hymns of Praise

	Redemptive 

History
	Creation 

Law


	Fall

Sin & Suffering
	Redemption

Salvation

	Fulfillment

in Christ
	Incarnational Presence as 

Prophet (Revealer)

Ps. 8:4-5 with Hebrews 2:6-8


	Suffering and Death

as Priest

Ps. 22:1,16 with Mark 15:34 and John 19:34
	Resurrection and Exaltation as King

Ps 118:22-24  with 1 Pet 2:7 and Acts 4:11

	The Worship of Jesus
	Jesus worshipped as Immanuel

(Mt 2:11)


	Jesus worshipped as the Crucified One (Mt. 27:54; Mark 15:39)
	Jesus worshipped as

Resurrected Lord

(Mt 28:17; Lk 24:52)


�I have adapted this from Robert Wenz, Room for God?  A Worship Challenge for a Church-Growth and Marketing Era (Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1994), 70.  Wenz credits Bruce Leafbald of Southwestern Baptist Seminary for this chart.  I have augmented and changed his particulars, but the idea to represent worship in this manner is his.  His categories were originally adoration, thanksgiving and praise.  I have changed them to adoration, lament and thanksgiving.  I believe praise is an inclusive category.


�These categories are derived from Walter Brueggeman, Message of the Psalms:  A Theological Commentary (Minneapolis:  Augsburg Publishing House, 1984), 16.  For a good discussion of worship as prayer involving the dimensions of lament and praise, see Don E. Saliers, Worship as Theology:  Foretaste of Glory Divine (Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 1994).





