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Creational Law affirms the existence of basic and unchangeable principles on the basis of God's finished work in creation. It refers to that moral system (code) which is rooted in and stems from the order of the original creation. The apostle spoke of such a law written upon the hearts of the Gentiles in Romans 2:14-15. A proper understanding of this law has tremendous implications for society today. The moral issues confronting the church are best seen in the light of creational ethics. This is particularly true of three extremely relevant topics: (1) divorce; (2) female subordination to males; and (3) homosexuality.

Divorce
According to Jesus, it was because of sin that Moses permitted divorce, but the creational ideal was a permanent marriage. In Matthew 19:8 Jesus told Pharisees: "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way." The beginning is evidently the original creation. In Matthew 19:4 Jesus paraphrased Genesis 1:27 which he himself calls the "beginning." In 19:5 he quotes Genesis 2:24 as Paul does in Ephesians 5:31 concerning marriage. The conclusion drawn by the Lord is: "Whatever God has joined together, let not man separate" (19:6). Thus, the creational ethic demands permanency in marriage, that is, no divorce. It is, then, the obligation of married couples (especially those who are "new creatures" in Christ, 1 Corinthians 7:10-11) to remain married. The Creational Law forbids divorce.

In particular, this concept may be brought to bear on a certain issue. It is the position of some that the laws concerning marriage and divorce are not applicable to those who are outside of Christ. The creational ethic, however, denies this position because Creational Law in the restored age, the age of Christ, is not restricted to anyone and applies to everyone. Christ did not originate the laws of God on divorce, he only explicated the original one! Romans 1:18-32 affirms the universal obligation of all men to the Law in creation. Thus, even those outside of Christ in this new age are responsible to the ordinances concerning divorced in the Creational Law which were explicated by Jesus himself. If one denies the universal applicability of creational divorce ordinances, then he must also deny the universal applicability of the Creational Law. If this is the case, what Law does a person disobey in order to become a sinner? Paul affirmed that the Gentiles were sinners because they disobeyed the Law revealed through nature. We must, then, affirm the universal applicability of the Creational Law. 

Female Subordination

According to the apostle Paul, the basis of female subordination is creation. Throughout his epistles, he gives us three reasons fro the subordination of women. They are: (1) Adam was created before Eve (1 Timothy 2:13); (2) Eve was created from Adam, not Adam from Eve (1 Corinthians 11:8); and (3) Eve was created on Adam's behalf, not Adam for Eve (1 Corinthians 11:9). Thus, the apostle grounds hi teaching (which is ultimately the Lord's teaching, 1 Corinthians 14:37) in the original order of creation. Just as divorce is forbidden by the creation ethic, so female subordination is demanded by it.

There are many among us who are affirming that Paul's teaching concerning subordination was culturally bound.  It does not apply to the church today because Paul was simply complying with a social condition of his time. Since the United States no longer has a similar social condition, there is no obligation to comply with Paul's teaching about female subordination. However, the fact that the apostle grounds his considerations in creation presupposes the transcultural nature of Creational Law. Jesus quoted Genesis 2:24 in support of his ethic on marriage, so also Paul quoted the same verse in the context of his subordinationistic ethic in Ephesians 5:31. If Jesus' teaching concerning divorce is transcultural, so is Paul's teaching concerning subordination. Jesus, it cannot be denied, considered his ethic binding regardless of social condition. Therefore, we must conclude the same about Paul's ethic.
Further, it is a popular misconception that female subordination is a post-fall mandate, begun in Genesis 3:16. But this is not Paul's reasoning for he grounds his teaching in pre-fall conditions.  He considered female subordination binding because Eve was subordinate to Adam in the original creation before the fall. Since the Christian age is the restored age, it is particularly important that in this time women be subordinate to men lest the woman repeat her insubordination which caused the fall (1 Timothy 2:11-14). (For further discussion see, JMH and Bruce L. Morton, Woman's Role in the Church, just released by Lambert Book House.)

Homosexuality
Romans 1:18-32 concerns creational (natural) ethics, i.e., moral principles recognized throughout the constitution of nature. One of the sins Paul notes within this creational context is homosexuality. Romans 1:26-27 records: "For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error." Homosexuality, then, is to be recognized as "unnatural," i.e., what was not intended by God's created order. The "natural function" of mean and women is heterosexuality. Any other type of sexuality (whether it be homosexuality or bestiality) is "unnatural" and, therefore, sinful. Creational Law, then, condemns the practice of homosexuality.

It is often urged by those who see no sin in homosexuality that "times have changed," or  that "they are born homosexuals." Creational Law mitigates against such claims. First, the Law in Creation is transcultural. It must be obeyed in every generation no matter how much the "times have changed" because the original order of creation has not changed. Second, what homosexuals claim to be "natural," the apostle calls "unnatural." Whether or not one feels the compulsion to sin does not change the original intention of God in creation. In fact homosexuality is Paul's example of a degenerative sin. Not only did the Gentiles turn from God to nature (i.e., idolatry, 1:23-25), they even turned from the natural to the unnatural (i.e., homosexuality, 1:26-27). To use the words of Jesus, "From the beginning it has not been this way."
Conclusion
The implications and importance of these considerations may be summarized in the following three points.  (1) There exists a Law which is rooted in creation that abides in the hearts of every man by virtue of the original creation of man in the image of God. (2) This Law is transcultural. It is basic and unchangeable, normative in all its respects except where God because of sin, permits excessive abuse of the ordinance (as concerning divorce in the Mosaic dispensation). However, it must be remembered that this age is the age of Restoration where all men everywhere are required to keep the Law in Creation. (3) Any ordinance of Scripture which is founded upon the original order in creation is thereby transcultural and normative (such as the permanency of marriage, female subordination, and heterosexuality).
